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Contact: XXX XXXX 
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(XXX) XXX-XXXX
XXX@XXXXXX.org
Prevent Child Abuse (State’s) ‘Pinwheels for Prevention®’ campaign continues to grow during Child Abuse Prevention Month 2012
Communities statewide recognize that our ability to thrive as a state depends on how well we foster the health and well-being of the next generation
City, State – April XX, 2012 – Once again, they’re popping up in front yards, at community events and in front of City Halls; and they’re spinning statewide as the country takes a moment during April to recognize Child Abuse Prevention Month.  They’re pinwheels and they are distributed across (Community) as the centerpiece of the Child Abuse Prevention Month campaign, Pinwheels for Prevention®.  The pinwheel represents Tennessee’s  efforts to change the way our state thinks about prevention, focusing on community activities and public policies that prioritize healthy child development, ensuring that child abuse and neglect never occur.  It is part of the national movement that has seen more than 1.3 million pinwheels distributed since April 2008.
In honor of Child Abuse Prevention Month and Pinwheels for Prevention, (Community Organization) will be (insert description of CAP Month/Pinwheels for Prevention activities). 

[INSERT QUOTE FROM CHAPTER HERE]

Our ability to thrive as a state depends on how well we foster the health and well-being of the next generation.  There are many innovative child development efforts being implemented around the state, such as services that focus on shaken baby syndrome prevention, the role parents and caring adults have in a promoting a child’s personal, and sexual safety and home visitation services such as Healthy Start and Healthy Families Tennessee .  We can do better though, because a focus on innovative and needed services lays the foundation for children’s growth and development that reduces the later possibility of more serious problems from occurring.  During Child Abuse Prevention Month we need to ask ourselves then not only how we can do better, but what we need to do as a state to bring this kind of ingenuity to scale.

The fact is, when we invest in healthy child development, we are investing in community and economic development.  Unfortunately, children are sometimes exposed to extreme and sustained stress like child abuse and neglect, which can undermine a child’s development.  This toxic stress damages the developing brain and adversely affects an individual’s learning and behavior, as well as increases susceptibility to physical and mental illness.  This is where prevention comes into play, and this is why Tennessee’s Pinwheels for Prevention campaign was initiated.  

Pinwheels for Prevention also represents Tennessee’s efforts to highlight the fact that getting prevention right early is less costly to society, and to individuals, than trying to fix things later.
-- more --

"We know more than ever the costs of not investing in prevention," says PCA Tennessee’s Executive Director, Carla Snodgrass.  "Given this, we hope everyone sees Child Abuse Prevention Month as a call to action and an opportunity to learn more about the innovative solutions for preventing child abuse and neglect that are happening across your state every day.”

The Adverse Childhood Experiences Study, conducted by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in collaboration with Kaiser Permanente's Health Appraisal Clinic, found that individuals who experienced child maltreatment were more likely to engage in risky behavior, such as smoking, substance abuse and sexual promiscuity, and to suffer from adverse health effects such as obesity and certain chronic diseases. Research conducted by Prevent Child Abuse America estimates that implementing effective policies and strategies to prevent child abuse and neglect can save taxpayers $104 billion per year.  The cost of not doing this is measured in increased costs for foster care services, hospitalization, mental health treatment and law enforcement, as well as loss of individual productivity and expenditures related to chronic health problems, special education and the justice system. 
Every day can be a call to action and an opportunity to recognize that we all play a role in children’s lives, healthy child development and the prevention of child abuse and neglect.  You can learn more about child abuse prevention and become a messenger for this cause.  You can lend your voice to bring about change for children in our state through our Pinwheels for Prevention® campaign and affect the policies that impact children and the communities they live in.  You can host a House Party in your neighborhood to raise awareness and funds. And you can volunteer your time and talent at our chapter to help us meet our mission to “prevent the abuse and neglect of our nation’s children.” 
ABOUT PINWHEELS FOR PREVENTION

Pinwheels for Prevention (pinwheelsforprevention.org) is the grassroots signature campaign for PCA America and its 47 chapters nationwide. The pinwheel represents PCA Tennessee’s efforts to change the way our state thinks about prevention, focusing on community activities and public policies that prioritize prevention right from the start to make sure child abuse and neglect never occur. 
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